2013 Regional Food & Farm Forum: North Alabama

Hosted by:

The Alabama Sustainable Agriculture Network

8:30 — 9:00am

9:00 — 9:40am
9:40 — 9:50am

9:50 — 10:30am
10:30 — 10:40am

10:40 — 11:20am
11:20 — 11:30am

11:30 — 12:10pm
12:10 — 12:30pm

12:30 — 1:30pm
1:30 — 1:45pm

1:45 — 4:00pm

Borden Farm — Ramer, AL
Wednesday, October 23

Registration

Welcome and introductory speakers
Break

Roundtable discussion (session I)
Break

Roundtable discussion (session II)
Break

Roundtable discussion (session III)
Break, lunch is served

Lunch + Roundtable discussion (session 1V)
Break

Hands-on afternoon sessions



Roundtable Discussion Topics:

* Your suggestion: Passionate about a topic you don't see here? Write the topic title and your name (the
facilitator) on a sticky note, and assign it a table by posting it on the large, posted agenda. Make it happen!

Session I (9:50—10:30am):

Table 1)

Table 2)

Table 3)

Table 4)

Table 5)

Table 6)

Table 7)

Farm to School: School Gardens
Facilitator: Edwin Marty (EAT South)

Honeybees and Other Pollinators
Facilitators: Ros Horton (beekeeper, Dale County), Jim Davis (beekeeper, EImore County)

Cover Crops
Facilitator: Kirk Iversen (soil scientist, Auburn)

Your suggestion*

Food Safety, Traceability, and Regulations
Facilitators: Janice Hall and Janet Johnson (ACES)

Hydroponics
Facilitator: Joe Lambrecht (Oakview Farms)

Your suggestion*

Session II (10:40—11:20am):

Table 1)

Table 2)

Table 3)

Table 4)

Table 5)

Table 6)

Table 7)

Farm to Preschool
Facilitator: Deborah Thomas (FOCAL — Federation of Child Care Centers of Alabama)

Increasing Local/Regional Farm Collaboration
Facilitator: Charles Walters (Montgomery cooperative farm start-up)

Small-Scale and Alternative Dairying
Facilitators: Ana and Greg Kelly (Dayspring Dairy)

Your suggestion*

High Tunnel Production
Facilitator: Victor Khan (Tuskegee University)

Food Policy: Converting Interest into Activism
Facilitator: Skye Borden (Borden Farm, River Region Food Policy Council)

Your suggestion*

Session III (11:30am—12:10pm):

Table 1)

Table 2)

Farm to School: Connecting Local Farms and Cafeterias
Facilitator:

Value-Added Products: Diversify your Product Line and Increase Your Profits
Facilitators: Victor Khan (Tuskegee University) and George and Becky Rogers (Pecan Point Farm)



Table 3)

Table 4)

Table 5)

Table 6)

Table 7)

Growing Organic Grains for Humans and for Livestock
Facilitator: Randall Hastings (Hastings Farm)

Your suggestion*
Incubating Young and Beginning Farmers
Facilitator: April Hobbs (Tune Farm)

Pest Management in a Sustainable Farm System
Facilitator: Ayanava Majumdar (ACES)

Your suggestion*

Session IV (Lunch, 12:30pm—1:30pm):

The fourth roundtable discussion will take place during lunch. It's probably easiest to go ahead and
choose a table/topic and find a seat before you get your food. If no topics are suggested for tables 6 and
7, they will be free for open conversation and networking.

Table 1)

Table 2)

Table 3)

Table 4)

Table 5)

Table 6)

Table 7)

Story Circle: Intersections of Race, Land, History and Culture
Facilitator: Natilee McGruder (FOCAL — Federation of Child Care Centers of Alabama)

Story Circle: Farming, Food, and Spirituality
Facilitator: Charles Walters (Montgomery cooperative farm start-up)

Story Circle: Gifts and Challenges of Rural Southern Communities
Facilitator: Skye Borden (Borden Farm)

Women in Agriculture: Empowerment, Education and Entrepreneurship
Facilitator: Barbara Shipman (RRBG Farm, National Women in Ag)

Reframing the Sustainable Ag Conversation to Gain More Broad-Based Support
Facilitator: Edwin Marty (EAT South)

Your suggestion* / open conversation and networking

Your suggestion* / open conversation and networking

Not sure what topicsto suggest? What about some of these?

Culinary and Medicinal Herbs and Teas
Chickens and Other Birds for Meat and Eggs
Energy Sustainability
CSAs and Farmshares
Unusual Crops and Niche Markets
Permaculture
Farming in the Age of “Weather Weirding”
Farming with Draft Animals
Sustainable Fertility: Composting, Vermiculture, Cover Crops, and More



Hands-On Afternoon Activities (1:45-4:00pm)

1) Tour of Borden Farm

Fruit and nut orchards, large-scale composting, migratory bird habitat, bass ponds, longleaf pine
plantation, soft mast tree plot, irrigation reservoirs, greenhouse, chicken coop, diversified

vegetable production, and more.

2) Pear Cider Production

Pear cider production from start to finish: picking, washing, pressing, bottling, and pasteurizing.
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Prime hunting land. A quiet cabin
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invest in your future. Whatever

your dream, we can make it happen,
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